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FRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

On rveading cur Clubfs  April activities listed in the Dr i ftwoaod
paper, I was struck by the number of events available to members.

Arising out of cur February A.G.M., it is indeed good news  that
o two April  Sunday s moonings  there  are fmature activities?
scheduled — bird watching and botany.  Long may this continue and
aur thanks to Nancy Braithwaite, Ailsa Fearse and Ficna Flook.

Also arising froam  the AGM, there will be some non-Tuesday work
parties for those who are interested ¢ as well as the regularly
scheduled Tussday work parties shown in the Driftwood). These
non-Tuesday work parties will not be listed in the Driftwood for
practical reasanss e if yvou are interested to help maintalin
existing trails, or cut new trails, on non-Tuesdays, please phone

Fiona Flook orf RBetty Eirk who will then put you on the master
list to be contacted from time to time to see whether you arve

available for & particular prodect on a particular day.
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All these activities need additional helpers and leaders to avold
things Jjust falling on a few members. S, az an example, 1 you
are interested to lead a walk or hike, or you know  of a new
hike/walk, or you would like to learn a particular hike or walk
sm that you can lead it, please contdact our  walk coordinator
Orpha Olm  ©S37-3410) or ouyr Mike coordinator  Bill  Harvington
(a37-111i6d. We deo nesd more walk & hike leaders, =zo how about
it

This past winter and SBpring, I have heen on both walks and hikes.

Az Fresident, I f= it is important  that I Join in with both

groups to receive edback sto. Unfortunately on a number of

Tuesdays, 1 haves n unable to take part in  either the walk or

the hike or the wnrl party, in view of my fairly heavy involvment
i
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in the building and fitting out of  the new Anglican Church in
Ganges. It always seems that on Tuesdays something comes up that
requires my immediate attention. However I'm luckier than our
ardent hiking member Al Fobertson whe has  been unable to hike
since last Fall inm view o f his particularly heavy

responsibilities at the new St. Georges church - which will soon
be completed.

In closing, I should remind you  that Island Trust has
provisionally set June 16 as the date for public hearings on our
club’s propasal for an island Trail Network Master Flan to be

included in  the Official Community Flan. Your attendance and
support  at this public hearing iz essential so please watch the
Driftwood for the finalized date, time and place. I will also
zee to it +that announcements are made at  the sarly June

walks/hikes.

Sincerely,
JIM BARBER

DATES TO FEMEMBER

THURS. AFRIL  Z8TH - Evening functicon at  United Church hall  at
7:30 pm. Fosemary and John Baxzter talk/slides on a West Coast

Vancouver lsland biosphere project.
Information and reservation begin for Sept. &3 outing at Manning
Fark (nmights of Sept. &, 7 and 82.

MAY 24 — 26 - Outing on Hornby Island  (nights aof May 24 % 250,
Contact person Dennis Seward (537-23030.

JUNE 16 (FROVISIONAL DATED — Fublic hearing on  our cClub™s
proposed Trail Network to form part of the Official Community
Flan. Watch the Driftwood for finalized date, time and place.

TUES. JUNE =28TH ~ Customary FRuckle Fark strawbervy picnic,
precesded by a short walk. Wind up of Spring progyamme
announcements, eto.




SEFT. & — 39 ~— Manning Fark Outing. Contact person Ann Barber
(5E7-5688). May 12-32F Contact person Diana Floritteo (G37-52881.

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF ELEANOR AND JOHN LLOYD \\E§>'?

by Marjorie REadford

Happy Anniversary to you, Eleancr and John.
You must wander where the ygars have gone.
Jobin, youfve put up with Eleanor, we know.
But Eleanor, youfve put up with John, how?
Feally, we all think that he's a great guy.
When he mesets a mountain, he climbs to the shy.

He trudges on though his legs are sore.

Hike= each weselk and asks for mare.

He helps all the ladies by holding his cane N\
o they can Jump creeks without any pain.

When we stop for lunch, he loocks to see

if anyone has brought an extra cookie.
Eleanor, you're a good sport too,

hiking like a teenager &all the way through.
arid what experiences youfve both had.
Canads’'s not encugh, you hike abroad too.

As we walk along, we love to hear '
about yvour travels far and near.

Fifty yvears of marviage, WOW!!!

Let us know exactly haow. )

Youfve staved together all those years.

You deserve at least 50 cheers. '

We wish you many more years together.

“With lote of hiking in a&ll kinds of weather.
So let's all stand and yvell "Hip Hip Hooray!!t!®
For John and Eleancor on theiv special day.
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HONORARY MEMBER OF SALT SFEING TEAIL AND NATURE CLUR

TED EROWN

Ted is wone of the "original® when the club was formed in 19735,
He led hikes arcund Mb. Maxwell and Maxwell Lake. If you wanted
to know the names of flowers or who 1lived where, etc., Ted was a
scource  of Salt Spring lare. Gften Ted entertained us with a

recitation of his poetry.
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Ted Brown can tell yvou what Salt Spring was like in the 19240

He was here. His father had travelled by the E & N railwsa; fxnm
Victoria to Sidney, then by the old "Iroguocis" to Ganges Harbour.
Thern for $Z00 cash plus preempting the vemdlnder, he bought 99

acres from a Mr. Dukes. Freempting meant felling trees, clearing
brush and digging out the stumps before farming was possible.

Arnd  then they farmed; his father Tirst and later Ted and his

brother. They had sheep; they had cattle: and chickens, and
vegetabhles. What they didn®t have was money. Hanges Wwas a
store, & blacksmith, a shoemaker, and little else.

Ted went to the Cranberrvy Marsh School, and a log cabin which was
later replaced by one at the corner of Wright and Mawwsll Foads.
In his teens, Ted found occasional work  at the Ganges Garage

awned by Richard Toyvnbee. He remembers there were on Salt Spring
at that time 60 Fords, 2 Chevs, ¢4 Overlanders, a Metz owned by
the Blackburns, arnd one English car owned by the REuckles. M
parking problems!

‘TJ

In the following years, with the country =still irn dae
Depressicon, Ted turned his hand to anything that would sarn a fe
dollars. “Clam digging, hand-lcoagin
Wwith a Donkey &t Cranbervy Cu ty, laboring at the old Justice
Mill, hand-digging & waterline from Maxwell Lake, and walking or
hitchhiking from Victoria to Metchosin to spend  the day cutting
firewond. Times were very hard but with the farm to fall back an
they uldﬁ t go hungry. There was a lot of bartering.

g in Burgoyne Bay, dragfgaulﬂ

L‘.CI}

f'l' ]

t
qutel
le

f

When Cranberry FEoad was put in, it van through Tedis proper
Although he sold & large portion of it some years ago, Ted
lived in the original house his father had built untzl & mon
so ago when he d
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cided to move to Greenwoods.

REMINISCENCES OF THE MOUNMT BAKER TRIF

On all Club
appreciation
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I wonder how  many  move members share Fita'=s dream o f
reincarnaticon as & contented bovine  in some  pleasant pasture,
caring nought for the demands of hike or walk leaders; the call
of the dinner gong; the schedule of duties ta be per formed, but
content to be cared for  and cossetted by the farmer who is turn
gxpects nothing move thanm & good yield fraom his contented herd.

Who would have dreamed that under that relatively calm ewterior
=f Ann's there was a dramatic soul yearning for reccgnition. and
with what animaticn and passion the bonds were broken when the

opportunity presented  itself. Moo one  on the hike over the
irefield will ever forget her re—enactment of the Hattle oo f
Wounded Enee. If uzcars tad been available that day surely she
would have receils one with haonours.

Then there was Margaret, sver in  the van, uwaing us to Ward Camp
- "ald" and "geritol" being among them, but one  has to wonder
just what Elixir of Youth FRita imbibed each evening from her

suspicious looking 7-Up bottle.
I made & rescluticn not to be perscnal in these musings but I
cannot refrain from a footnote on toes. There were sorg toes,
== and even tomatoes, but when it came

t

bllstercd toss, tired toe
time for toes to go skinny dipping whose toes were the mos
confussed?. ;

Submitted by the Club Scribe.

FEN STRIFE
SINGAFORE

Singapor ey a country . of arcund &40 sg  km which also includes
about 100 sg  km reclaimed land added to the repu bllu, from a
turmoil past  without natural resources, 1s an amazing country ta
see as it is today. For nature lovers, it is wonderful to see so
many trees in the heart of the city. Evern Wlbh the city noise
{cars, buses and peoplel, it is common Lo See Sparvows and mynas

flyina arcund as part of the city with city—folks and high-rise
apartment blaocks.

Most Singaporeans are so busy working and etc. that they do not
ratural habitats and

have the time +to appreciate  the many

plantlife that are found in their city-state. When one will ask

what Singaporeans do in their leisure time, the answer is
arkable vast number of

shaopping and gating. Singapore has. a rems
tropical and sub-tropical plants as well as more than 300 species
of birds have besen found and recorded.

For nature lovers, the Botanical Gardens sctablished in 1859 has
o 7 d

cver 5% hectares of landscaped park, lakes, orchid enclasure and
a patch of primary forest. It is a wonderful place to discover
and learn about over 2,000 labelled tropical  and sub—tropical
plants. One cam also be in ecstasy while sxploring  in the

spectacular orchid enclasure.



The Bukit Timah Naturs BT VE is abyout Si iectarss  of
undisturbed rainforest which &also includes Singapovefs highest
Rill -  Bukit Timal Hill at 162,89 metres above sea level.

Eventhough we took the main rvroad to the highest point, it was a
Joy walking and seeing the trees and the fermns in the rainforest.
There are different trails found in the reserve and one can
purchase & trail map from the  ranger. When we were walking down
the main road to the car park; we heard noise in the tress and we

stopped. We saw bands of long-tailed Macague and some of these
monkeye were fighting while hanging on the branches or twigs of
trees. Some came down on the ground and one little monkey pulled
aut an earthworm and ate  it. It was guite exciting to ses about
two dozens monkeve moving arcund in the tress as well as on the

gr ound.

The Fasir Fis ‘ark is not only for  nature lovers but is also a
place for bird watchers. Fasir Ris Park contains a patch  of
ariginal mangrove forest where the mangrove trees have part of
their roots sticking out of the mud to help the trees breathe at
low tide. Walking through the Fasir ‘1= Farlk, there were birds
at home in the trees with scarlet bougainvillea underneath.

For the bird watchers, the Singapore Tourist Fromotion  Board
vecommends  the Macritchie EReservoir which is set in secandary
tropical rainforest where parks and footpathe make birvdwatching

asier; the FKranji Reservoir has a large water surface and
gxtensive wvegetation &along the banks which is =set in  baoth
mangrove and freshwater swamps: a rural island off Singapore's
nartheast coast called Fulauw Ubin is the only place where the
Straw-headed Bulbul can be sasily spotted and the Magpie Habin
Wwith a beautiful song can alsa be seen. ‘

I have been forturmate to go to the Sungeil Bulaoh Nature Park which
was designated as a wild bird reserve and nature park in 1989 and
Wwas Just open to the publir at the end of 19332, The 87-hectare
Fark consists of wmudflats, fresh and obDrackish water pond,
mangroves, cooconut groves, grass ares and smal archarde. We
walked on the mangrove boardwallk and I saw a mudskipper. We went
into the bird cbhservation hides and I saw the Furple Heron  and
the Grey Hervron. The Great Egret and Little Egret with their all
white plumage were flying from one location o another. There
were Floverese and Sandpipers on the shoreline. I alsa started to
identify some of the wetland flors and fauna.

It is great to be back home and there is no place like home. I
1garn to appreciate

orily hope and wish that the Singaporeans wwill

the wonderful gift of mnature that they W A N w L
backyard. It is a hietorical matural heritage to be abkle o have
these natural reserves at their fingertips.
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FLEASE RECYCLE BY FUTTING READ OYSTERCATCHER IN THE CORRBLERTZS ROX

S0 OTHERS Can READ 1T, TOO.



