
PRESIDENT’SREPORT

oystercatcher

As2007comestoanend,sodoesmytimeservingasyour
president.Weareveryfortunatetohaveanenthusiasticand
capablereplacementinZekeBlazecka,whowillassumethis
positionattheAGM.Zekewillbringlotsofenergyandhu-
mourtothejob,andwillleadtheclubwelloverthenexttwo
years.Iencourageyouto
attendourannualassembly
atMeadenHallonThurs-
day,24January,2008for
boththetastyluncheon
andforsomeitemsof
business,includingthe
installationofnewexecu-
tivemembers.
Yourpastsupportis

muchappreciatedduring
discussionsonseveralis-
sues,includingBCParks
gatheringviewsontheuse
ofalltheparksontheis-
land,andtheIslandPath-
waysprojectontheap-
proachtoGangesfromthe
northwest.Wethankyou
foryourcontinuedpartici-
pationandconcernoverimportantmattersthataffectour
club.
Iofferthankstothecoordinatorsforensuringthatweek

afterweektherewereinterestingrambles,walks,andhikes

availabletothemembers.Ittakesongoingtimeandeffortto
summonupdifferentleaderssoregularly.Andatipofthehat
toallthosewholedoutingsthisyear.Iaskandencourage
otherswhohavenotyetledpreviouslytoconsiderhelpingout
in2008toensureweareabletocontinueenjoyingourtrails
everyTuesday.
Theannualspringtriplooksverypromisingfornext

year.TheNaramataarea
haslotsofappealand
diversitytoofferus
all.FredPowelldeserves
ourfullcreditandthanks
forofferingtotakeon
thisevent.Wehavea
largenumberofpeople
whohavealreadyex-
pressedadesiretogoon
thistrip,whichindicates
thepopularityofthedes-
tination.EarlyJune
shouldprovideuswith
goodweatherprospects,
sowelookforwardto
seeingmanyofyouinthe
interiorin2008.AndI
invitevolunteerswho
haveeitherideasand/or

timetohelpplanandorganizeatripfornextfall.
IthasbeenapleasuretoserveasPresidentforthelasttwo

years. Ron Hall
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
BEFORE DECEMBER 31!

Itisstillnottoolatetorenewyourmembership
for$17.ButpaymentsreceivedafterJanuary1
are$20!Remember that all renewals need to
fill out a membership/waiver form. Please,
completetheformyou’llfindonpage9,make
outyourchequetoSaltSpringTrail&Nature
ClubanddropeverythingoffattheCobbler’s
boxattentionBarrySpence.

Salt Spring Trail & Nature Club, Box 203, Ganges PO, Salt Spring Island, BC,
V8K 2V9. Website: www.saltspringtnc.ca

ClusteredWoodloveratYellowpoint.

1

http://www.saltspringtnc.ca
http://www.pdfpdf.com


OnSeptember11theBlackberryFestivalwithitsinaugu-
ralshorthikeslaunchedanewseasonofoutdooractivities.
Therewasnofalltripthisyear,butasaconsolationtheclub
wenttoSaturnaIslandfortheday(seestoryandpictureson
page3).Weather-wise,fallhasbeenmildsofar.MostTues-
daysweenjoyedfairweather.Turn-outhasbeenincreasing
forboththeWalkersandHikerswith35hikersgoing
throughRuckleParkonNovember13!Iamnotsureif
that’sarecord,butitcertainlywillbeclose.Off-islandtrips,
however,stilldrawlownumbers.Thisisdiscouragingfor
theleaders.
InOctober,sixmembers(theKings,theRadfords,

NancyBraithwaiteandmyself)attendedtheBCNaturefall
meetingintheresorttownofHarrisonHotSpring,organ-
izedbytheChilliwackFieldNaturalists.Theexcursions
wereofveryhighstandard,focussingonwetlandconserva-
tionandrehabilitation.Buttherewerelakeandrivercruises
too.Weweretakenonbeautifulhikesandexcursionswith
veryknowledgeableleaders.Thespeakers’topicsranged
fromthequestionableexistenceofSasquatchtoowlhabi-
tat,traditionalnativemedicine,andhousingdevelopment.
Thislasttopicaddresseddifferentlookaturbanplanning:
thespeakeradvocatedmorefamily/neighbourandlesscar
orientedcommunitieswithlotsofgreenspacesaccordingto
modelsthatwereadoptedseveraldecadesagoincountries
suchasDenmarkandtheNetherlands.
TheannualChristmasBirdCountwillbeheldonDecem-

ber29thisyear.GilSchultz,theareacoordinator,hasex-
plainedallyouneedtoknowonpage4.Lastyear,twenty
membersofourClubjoinedanothersixtyorsoislandersin
ajointefforttomonitorourwinterbirdpopulation.
Onanationallevel,midSeptemberthefederalgovern-

mentdecidedtoslashfindingfortheCanadianWildlifeser-
vices.Idugupmoreinformationaboutthismove,and
compiledsomefactstoconsiderifyouwishtojointhelet-
terwritersprotestingagainstthisdecision(onpage7).
Andfinally,anumberofexecutivememberswillhave

servedtheirtermsatthecomingAnnualGeneralMeeting
(AGM)inJanuaryandaresteppingdownormovingto
otherpositions.ThenomineesareZekeBlazecka
(President),KeesVisser(VicePresident),JohnHeddle
(Secretary),FraukePrystawick(RamblingCoordinator)with
TerryFuocoasback-up,andLiseFraser(HikingCoordina-
tor).PaulWayislookingforreplacementasWalkingCoor-
dinator.Hefindshimselfmoreandmoreunabletoattend
theweeklywalksandfeelshecannotdoagoodjobunder
thesecircumstances.Ihaveadvertisedhispositiononpage
8.WalkersformthemajorityoftheClub’smembers,so
perhapsthenewcoordinatorwillstepforwardsoon?Barry
Spence(Membership),JudyNurse(Treasurer),andJohn
Flannagan(NatureCoordinator)allhaveindicatedthatthey
willstandforanothertwo-yearterm,whileBrianRadford
stillhasoneyeartogoinhistermasBCNatureDirector.
ThismeansthatNorahLloydandhermotherEleanor,Fred

CLUBCHAT
FredPowellhastaken
onthehugetaskofor-
ganizingthenextspring
trip.Verybriefly:
Destination: Naramata
CentreintheOkanagan
Valley.
Dates:June2-5,2008.
Estimated Costs: SharedOccupancyinMapleCourts
(photo below) andCottageCourt(photo above):about$350
perperson.SingleOccupancyinMapleCourtsandCot-

tageCourt:about$450
perperson.Theprice
includes3dinnersand3
breakfastsaswellas3
baglunches,3nights
accommodation,andall
taxesandgratuitiesand
honorariaforspeakers.
Reducedratesareavail-
ableforthosestayingat

thecampground.ContactFred(537-4739).
PLEASENOTE:Theaboveratesareestimates.The

actualcostswillbemadeavailablewhenthefinalrates
havebeenreceivedfromthecentre.
Atthetimeofwriting,50membershadregisteredand

paidtheirdeposit,butthereisroomformore.Tosecure
yourspot:1) CONTACT FRED POWELL (537-4739),
2) PAY A NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT OF $30 PER PER-
SON.
NOTE:Refundisonlypossibleifyourreservationcanbe
filledbysomeoneelse.

Spring2008:TriptoNaramata

Powell,andmyselfwillleavetheexecutive,whileRonHall
willautomaticallytakethepositionofPastPresidentatthe
nextAGM.Onapositivenote,Iwillcontinueproducing
anOystercatchereverythreetofourmonths.TheAGM
willbeheldonJanuary24,2008,atMeadenHallandispre-
cededbyaluncheon. Nieke Visser

Samsun Narrows from Mt Sullivan
(Photo: Lynn Thompson)
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2007 Executive
President

Ron Hall 538-0046

woodlandchalet@saltspring.com

Vice-President

Zeke Blazecka 653-4782

zekegiz@saltspring.com

Treasurer

Judy Nurse 537-2293

murrayjudynurse@hotmail.com

Secretary

Nieke Visser 537-5443

cnvisser@shaw.ca

Past President

Fred Powell 537-4739

fnpowell@uniserve.com

Ramblers Coordinators

Eleanor Lloyd 537-5481

Norah Lloyd 537-5263

norahl@telus.net

Walkers Coordinator

Paul Way 653-9985

wapaul@saltspring.com

Hikers Coordinator

Kees Visser 537-5443

cnvisser@shaw.ca

Trails Coordinators

Mark Ritchie 537-8953

mark023@telus.net

Nature Coordinator

John Flannagan 653-2344

jpflannagan@saltspring.com

BC Nature Director

Brian Radford 653-9370

bmwrad@island.net

Membership Secretary

Barry Spence 537-2332

sspence@telus.net

Members at Large
Archivist

Joanne Cartwright 537-2439

jcartwright@saltspring.com

Trails

Simon Rook 537-5180

hornerook@xplornet.com

Photo Journal

Arleen Sadler 653-9235

arleensadler@telus.net

Oystercatcher

Nieke Visser 537-5443

cnvisser@shaw.ca

Website

Lynn Thompson 537-1814

lthompson@saltspring.com

Gloria Murphy 538-1986

gamurphy@telus.net

OnOctober2,fortyeightmembersboardedthe
schoolboat,whiletwelvemoredonnedbright
orangesuitsandstrappedthemselvesinonazo-
diacofthesamecolour.Unfortunately,theyleft
behindanother18members,whowouldhave
likedtocomealongtoo.Thedestinationwasthe

SaturnaIslandVineyardsdock,theobjectwasto
hike,walk,andramble,andhavelunchafterwards
atthewinery.Theweathercouldhavebeenbetter,

buttherainheldoffforthedayapartfromafew
dropsintheafternoon.Uponarrival,theHikers
tookofftoclimbuptoMt.WharburtonPikeand
BrownRidge,asteepascentwithrewardingviews
overtheGulfandSanJuanIslands.Thewalkers
madetheirwaythroughthevineyardtowardsTay-
lorPointNatureReserveandmadeitasfarathe
viewpointoverPlummerSoundandSouthPender
Island.AndtheRamblersambledthroughthesev-

eralsectionsofthevineyard.Aftertheexcursions
eachgroupwasinvitedtosomewinetastingor-
ganizedbythewinery,followedbyanexcellent
lunch.Unfortunately,thewinetastingtookfar
moretimethananticipatedresultinginarushed
mealforthehikerswhowerethelasttositdown
forlunch.Theybarelymadeitintimetocatchthe
watertaxiback.Allinallitwasafinedayandcer-
tainlysuitableforanencoreinthefuture.
ThankstoZekeBlazeckaandKathyDarlingfor
helpingout.

Kees and Nieke Visser

SaturnaIslandTrip

Ramblers at the vineyard (Photo: Arleen Sadler)

The zodiac at Saturna island (Photo: Arleen Sadler)

View towards South Pender (Photo: Nieke Visser)

PATNERSCREATINGPATHWAYS

ThepartnershipbetweentheTrailandNature
ClubandIslandPathwayscontinuestoprosper.
ThepathalongLowerGanges,fromBlainto
Wildwood,islookingmoreandmorelikeapro-
jectthatwillbecompletedin2008!Thefunding
hasnowreachedover$65,000withlargeamounts
givenbyCRD,theBCTransmissionCorporation,
theSaltSpringFoundation,theVictoriaFounda-
tion,theLionsClubandtheLegion.Donations
fromindividualshavealsobeengoodthoughin
truththathasnotyetbeenthefocusofthefund-
ingwork.Onemoredonationsourceinout-
standingandwearehopefulthatthefinalnews
willalsobeverypositive.
Perhapssomeofthepayoffhasbeendueto

activityofmembersworkingtoclearvegetation

fromtheproposedcenterlineofthepath,andin
doingsomakingtheprojectveryvisibletoall
thosedrivingLowerGangesRoad.Therewere
twoworkingbeesprogrammedinOctoberand
becausetheyweresosuccessfultwomorewere
scheduledinNovember.Weaveragedadozen
workersoneachdayandwereabletoclearsuffi-
cientbrambles,broomandbranchesthatthepath
isnowclearedforalmostitsentirelength.Some
ofourvolunteersprovidedtheirpickuptrucksto
takethevegetationawaytoasitedonatedtous.
Nowthecenterlinecanbeaccuratelystakedand
thelayofthelandisveryevident.
Progressisalsobeingmadeintheprojectplan-

ning.Thedrainagesurveyisinprogress,soonto
befollowedbytheapplicationsforbuildingper-
mits.ThereareimminenttalkswiththeBC

continued on page 8
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CALENDAR
————————-
————————

December 11:
ChristmaslunchattheMeaden
Hall;11:30amto2:00pm.

Ticketsare$18,availablefrom
Soapworks,andtheTuesday

leader/coordinators.
—————————

December 29, 2007
AnnualChristmasBirdCount
ToparticipatecallGilSchultz
at537-9469.Moreinfoon

page4.
—————————

January 22, 2008
Natureouting

Thirdbirdwatchingattemptin
HemerParkwithlunchatthe
pubafterwards.CallNieketo

register:537-5443
—————————

January 24, 2008
AnnualGeneralMeetingand
luncheonatMeadenHall.
Lunchstartsat11:30am,the
businessmeetingstartsat1:00
pm.Allmemberspleaseat-

tend.
—————————-

February 19, 2008
Natureouting

Tobeannounced.
—————————--

February 28, 2008
SocialEveningattheUnited
Church.Program:Sheilaand
BarrySpenceonItaly.
_________________

June 2-5, 2008
SpringtoNaramata

Moredetailsonpage2.

Forthepast20years,theSaltSpringIs-
landTrailandNatureClubhassponsored
anannualChristmasBirdCount.Thisyear
thecountwillbeheldonSaturday Decem-
ber 29th, 2007. Lastyear,84volunteerbird-
erscounted11,526birdsspreadover94
species.Thatwasdownalittlefromthe
13,756birdsspreadamong102speciesthat
werecountedby100fieldvolunteersthe
yearbefore.Variousfactorslikeweather
will,ofcourse,affectthecountbutoverthe
yearssuchannualbirdcountsproduceuse-

fulinformationonwinterbirddistribution
andpopulationtrends.
Forpurposesofthelocalcount,SSIis

dividedinto12zones,eachwithacoordina-
torandseveralcounterswhogooutonthe
dayandcollectthedata.Thezonecoordina-
torsthensendtheirresultstoGilSchultz
whodoesthefinaltallyfortheisland.
Lastyear,andagainthisyear,theChrist-

masbirdcountwillbecoordinatedwiththe
BirdStudiesCanada/AudubonSociety
ChristmasBirdcountforNorthAmerica.
Thiseventproducesusefulinformationon
winterbirddistributionsandpopulation
trendsforthecontinentasawhole.For
thosepurposes,SaltSpringIslandisdivided
intonorthandsouthcirclezones;thenorth
beingcombinedwithGalianoIslandand
thesouthwithSydneyandtheSaanichpen-
insula.Thisdoesnotaffecthowwedoour
localbirdcountexceptthatallofthesere-
gionsneedtodotheircountonthesame
day.OurSSIbirdcountsthatfiteachof
theseregions(zones1-2forthesouthcircle
andzones3-12forthenorthcircle)arefor-
wardedbyGilSchultztoaBirdStudies
CanadaCirclecoordinator(MikeHoebelin
GalianoforthenorthcircleandAnnNight-

ingaleinSaanichforthesouthcircle)who
combinesdataandentersitforthenational
count.Thesedatacanbeviewedonlineby
goingtoeitherwww.audubon.org/bird/cbc
orwww.bsc-eoc.org/national/
cbcmain.html.Whenthehomepage
comesup,clickoncurrentyearresultsand
enterbcgsinthecountcirclecodetocallup
theGaliano/NorthSaltSpringdataand
bcsstocalluptheSaanich/Sydney/South
SaltSpringdata.Lastyearwasthe106th
cross-Canadabirdcountandinvolvedabout

12,000volunteerswhocounted3.2
millionbirdsspreadover289spe-
cies.
Thecountsareagreatexcusefor

friendstogettogetheroverthe
festiveseasonforsomewinterbird-
ing.Italsoallowsbirdersfroma
numberoflevelsofexpertiseto
participateandinvolvessomefolks
whosimplycountbirdsattheir
ownfeedersandyardstoothers
whocoverseveralkilometersof
territoryandmajorcomponentsof
theirparticularzone.

Anyoneinterestedinjoininginthisyear’s
ChristmasBirdCountshouldcontactGil
Schultzbytelephoneat537-9469orelec-
tronicallyatgschultz@saltspring.comand
providehimwiththeiraddressandphone
numberandrelativelevelofbirdwatching
expertise.Hewilltrytopairthemwiththe
appropriateregionalcoordinatorforpartici-
pationintheforthcomingcount.
Thereisasmallfeeof$5.00forpartici-

pantsintheBirdStudiesCanadacount
whichhelpscovercostsofthenationwide
birdcountandthepublicationofthe
ChristmasBirdCountCross-CanadaReport
whicheachparticipantreceives.BirdStud-
iesCanadamembers,feederwatcherswho
providecountstoregionalcoordinatorsand
newcountersdonothavetopaythefee
unlesstheywishtoreceiveacopyofthe
finalreportandhavetheirnamesrecorded
onthenationalweb-site.However,toen-
couragemembersoftheTrailandNature
Clubtobeinvolvedinthecount,theclub
hascommittedupto$100tohelpcoverthe
BirdStudiesCanadafeesforourmembers
whowillbeoutthereonDecember29th.

Gil Schultz

CHRISTMASBIRDCOUNT

Piggyback plant (Tolmiea men-
ziesii)-SasquatchProvincialPark

Great Blue Heron -(Photo Lynn Thompson)
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InthisissueIliketotacklea
geologicalsubject,thatmightbe-
comeanissueforusonSalt
SpringIslandinthefuture.This
subjectisabitmorecomplicated
thanusual,sofirstIwillexplain
someoftheconceptsIamgoing
touseinthisessay.
Afaultisafractureinthe

earth’scrustcausedbycompres-
sionortension.Thesecompres-
sionsandtensionsmaysome-
timesresultinfolds(i.e.anticlines
orup-foldsand/orsynclinesor
down-folds),dependingonthe
competencyoftherock(whether
arockformationisbrittleorelas-
tic)andthemagnitudeofthe
force.Earthquakesareusually
relatedtomovementsintheearth
crustalongfaults;thesemove-
mentscanbeeithervertical,hori-
zontaloracombinationofboth.
Thefaultandfoldsystemsfound
onSaltSpringIslandandVan-
couverIslandarecomplexand
notyetfullyunderstood.
FirstIwilldescribewhatis

presentlyhappeningonthePa-
cificsideoftheNorthAmerican
Continent.ThePacificOcean
floorisconvergingtowardsand
beingsubductedbeneaththe
westernedgeofthecontinentina
zonecalledtheCascadiaSubduc-

tionZone.ThiszonestretchesapproximatelyfromtheQueenCharlotteIslandstonorthernCalifornia.AtthelatitudeofVan-
couverIslanditissituatedabout150kmwestofVancouverIsland,butbothendsofthesubductionzoneconvergemuchcloser
toshore.TheretheCascadiaSubductionZoneistruncatedbystrike-slipfaults,ofwhichtheSanAndreasfaultunderSanFran-
ciscoisperhapsthemostnotorious.Astrike-slipfaultisafaultalongwhichhorizontalmovementsoccur,andinCalifornia
mainlynorthwardalongthePacificside.ObviouslythisnorthwardsslipmovementisalsopresentalongtheCascadiaSubduc-
tionZone.Thishasbeengoingonforalongtime,hencethe“drifting”ofWrangelliatowardsNorthAmerica,whichIde-
scribedpreviously.TheearthquakeswesometimeshaveonSaltSpringhavebeensofarrelatedtothisSubductionZonesystem
andnottothefaultsweareobservinghereonandaroundtheisland.
OnthesouthernGulfIslandsaswellassouthernVancouverIslandweseenorthwest/southeasttrendingfaultsandfolds(in

solidredonthemap).TheseweretheresultofthelastcollisionofthePacificTerraneagainstVancouverIslandintheearlyTer-
tiaryOligocene,45millionyearsago(describedinapreviousissue).OneobviousfaultonSaltSpringistheFulfordFaultthat
followsthevalleyfromFulfordHarbourtoBurgoyneBay,acrossSansumNarrowstoMapleBay,andontowardsDuncanand
beyond.TothesoutheastthisfaultcontinuestoStuartIsland(mostwesternoftheSanJuanIslands).Anotherobviousfault,
paralleltoFulfordValley,istracingfromGangesHarbourtoBoothBay.ThisfaultiscalledthePenderFault,originatingfrom
PortBrowningonPenderIslandandcontinuingtoLadysmith.
OnefurtherlookattheSaltSpringIslandmapalsoshowstheparallelcoastlinesofCapeKeppel/Musgraveinthesouthand

alongTrincomaliChannelinthenorth(bothalsoparalleltotheFulfordandPenderFaults).Indeed,theTzuhalemFault(along

SALTSPRINGGEOLOGY -PART4

FAULTS,FOLDSANDPOTENTIALEARTHQUAKESONSALTSPRINGISLAND
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CapeKeppel/Musgrave)isthemostsouthernfaultonSalt
SpringIslandandcontinuesontothesouthflankofMt.
Tzuhalem.TrincomaliChannelfollowstheGalianoFault.
Faults,beingfracturesintheearth’scrust,representweak

zonesandarethereforepronetoerosion,andhencewe
havevalleysorseastraitsabovethefaults.Laterglaciations,
creeksandseastraitsfollowedthese“valleys”aswell.In
betweenthefault“valleys”wecanseerockoutcropswith
allkindsoffolds,whoseaxesarealsotrendingnorthwest-
southeast.However,noneofthesefaultsareactiveatpre-
sent,andtodatenoearthquakeshavebeenlinkedtoanyof
thesefaults.
Sofar,allearthquakesintheGulfIslandsareconnected

totheCascadiaSubductionZoneanditsnortherlyslip-
strikemovingcomponent(about1to5cm/yearwhichis
veryfastingeologicalterms).Thesubductionandslip
causesenergytoaccumulateunderthewesternpartofVan-
couverIsland.Torelievethisstrainevery13to16monthsa
smallamountofenergyisreleased,causingsmallearth-
quakesonaregularbasis.Inevitablyamajorreliefwilltake
placesometimeinthefuture,causingamegaearthquakeoff
shore,whichinalllikelihoodwillcausedamage.Thelast
megaquakeisthoughttohaveoccurredin1700.Since
thesebigquakeshappeneveryfewhundredto1000years
(averaging500years),thenextoneispredictedtohappen

betweennowand2700.
Inadditiontothesesoutheast-northwestfaults,thereare

someyounger(i.e.sincethePliocene,about30millionyears
ago)faultsrecognizableonSaltSpringIsland.Theyalltrend
approximatelynortheast-southwest(indashedblueonthe
map),andareconnectedwiththesubductionzoneinthe
West.RecentresearchbytheGeologicalSurveyfound
someearthquakeactivityalongsimilarparallelfaultsinthe
SanJuanIslands,soitisconceivablethatthesenortheast-
southwestfaultsmaybecomeactiveinourareaaswell.
Anotherpotentialdangerresultingfromanoff-shore
earthquakeisatsunami.Suchatsunamiwillmainlyaffect
westernVancouverIsland,theJuandeFucaStrait/Victoria,
andlowlyingareasinHoweSoundandtheFraserdelta,
suchasRichmondandDelta.SaltSpringIslandwouldnot
somuchbeaffectedsinceweareontheleesideofthetsu-
namiimpact;atmostwemaygetalowenergytsunami
bouncingbackfromthemainland.
Thissimplifiedstoryontheverycomplexstructureofthe
GulfIslandsisobviouslyinsufficient,butperhapsithelps
tounderstandwhatweobserveonSaltSpringIslandand
mightputusabitatease(ornot)fromthedangersof
earthquakesandtsunamis.

Kees Visser, P. Geol.

TrailBlazerJim Barber

Jim,asfarasI
recallwasclub
Presidentfrom
1992to1994.
Duringhisterm
inofficetheclub
heldthefirstof
twospringtrips
toLesterBPear-
sonCollegeofthe
Pacific,thistrip
beingorganized
byJim.Theac-
tivitieswerecen-
teredonEast
SookeRegional
Park.Histenure
alsoincludedthe
falltriptoMt.
Bakerwhichwas

organizedbyHans
Schroeder.Inretrospectbothofthesetripswereeminently
successfulandarememorable.Afurtherprominentaccom-
plishmentduringJim’sreignwasthecompletionoftheJack
FosterTrail,ourpresidenthavingfoughtvigorouslyonsev-
eralfrontstosecuretrailaccesstothebeachatSaltSpring
Island’snortherntip.Anotherfocusfortheclubat

thattimewastheestablishmentandpreservationofpublic
accesstothenorthendofRuckleParkandtheeastendof
Mt.MaxwellParkaswellastoseveralofourtrailsand
beaches.
Ofcoursemostofusdidnothavee-mailinthosedaysso
wereunabletoventelectronicallyandJimhadtopreside
overagroupwithstrongopinionswhichhadtobeex-
pressedvocally.Executivemembersdidthiswithgustoand
usuallyatsomelength.Jimhimselfwasasticklerfordetail
sothatonewayoranotherthemorningmeetingsoftenex-
tendedthroughlunchhourandwellintotheafternoon.
AddingtothestresslevelwasthefactthatJimwasanavid
pipesmokerbutcouldnotsoothehimselfwithapipefulat
themeetingsthatwereusuallyheldinaportabuildingat
PortlockPark.Thesmallspacecouldnotaccommodatea
seriouspipesmokerwithoutdireconsequencestotherest
ofussoJimhadtowaituntilwewouldfinallyadjourn.Asa
formerpipesmokermyself,Imarveledathisabilitytoen-
durealthoughIbelievehebecamemoretestyasthemeet-
ingwenton‘andon’.
Althoughnothikingorwalkingoflate,Jimusedtopartici-
patewaydowntotheparkingareaonhisown.About20
minuteslaterIlookeddownourbacktrailtosee6turkey
vulturesmakingominouscirclesinthesky.Itwaswith
somereliefthatIsawJimadayortwolaterandnotedthat
hehadnotinfactbecomebuzzardbait.Insteadhehasper-
severedsothathehasbecomeourTrailBlazeroftheday.
Allthebesttoyou,James.

Brian Radford

Jim sharing with a friend
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What is SSTNC?
SSTNCisamailinglistgroupformembersoftheSalt
SpringTrailandNatureClub.SSTNCisaclosedgroup.
Thatmeansonlymemberscanreadthemessagesorsend
messagestothegroup.Thegroupisnotlistedinthedirec-
toryatgoogle.com(oratgoogle.ca),andthearchiveof
poststothegroupisavailableonlytogroupmembers.
MembershipinSSTNCisrestrictedtocurrentmembersof
theTrailandNatureClubwhohaveprovidedtheclubwith
anemailaddress.
What can I expect to receive from SSTNC?
Youcanexpecttoreceivenewsandannouncementsof
eventssponsoredbytheTrailandNatureClub,aswellas
forwardedannouncementsfromtheFederationofBC
Naturalistsorotherconservation/nature/trailfocusedor-
ganizations,andnewsofinteresttoclubmembers.You'll
alsoreceivetheclub'sofficialnewsletter,theOystercatcher.
Can I reply to messages I read on SSTNC?
Yes,youcan.Yourreplywillbeautomaticallyaddressedto
thesenderofthemessagetowhichyouareresponding.
Can I send messages to SSTNC?
Yes,youcan.Pleasebeselectiveinwhatyouchooseto
send.Considerthatthisisanewslist,notachatroom,a
debatingforum,oraplacetopostjokes.Assomeofour
membershavedial-upinternetconnections,it'sbestto
avoidsendingphotographsorotherlargeattachments.
Do I need a Google account to send or receive mes-
sages using SSTNC?
No.Youwillreceiveandsendmessageswithyourregular
emailaccount.Ifyouhavemorethanoneemailaccount,
youcansendonlyfromtheemailaddressthatisregistered
withtheclub.
Is the monthly activity schedule sent out via SSTNC?
Notcurrently.Monthlyactivityschedulesarepublishedon
theclub’swebsiteatwww.saltspringtnc.ca/ andinthe
DriftwoodonthelastWednesdayofthemonth(someex-
ceptions).
Can I opt out?
Ofcourse,butwehopeyouwon't.Unsubscribeinstruc-
tionsareincludedinthefooterattheendofeverymessage
youreceivefromthegroupaddress.Ifyoudochooseto
leavetheemailgroup,wehopethatyou'llsendoneofthe
executiveanoteexplainingwhyyou'retakingthataction.

Barry Spence

SSTNCGROUPEMAIL
InSeptember2008,theCBCreportedthatthefederal

governmenthaddecidedtofreezealldiscretionaryspend-
ingatEnvironmentCanada’sCanadianWildlifeService

(CWS).This
moveaffectsthe
CWSaswellas
thefederalgov-
ernment’steam
ofwildlifescien-
tists,mostof
whomhavebeen
transferredtoa
newresearchdi-
visionwithinEn-
vironmentCan-

ada.TheCWShasservedasCanada’snationalwildlife
agencysince1947withamandatethatincludesmonitoring
migratorybirds,managingalmost1200hectaresof
“importantwildlifehabitat”onanationallevel,andcon-
trollinginternationaltradeinendangeredspecies.Accord-
ingtoaseniorofficialwithinEnvironmentCanadathere
havebeensomecuts,buttheCBCstorywasnotfullyaccu-
rate:
The funding available to the migratory bird program has

been reduced for this year (by approximately 42%).
The funding to the Environmental Monitoring and As-

sessment Network (EMAN) has been cut significantly
( 70%) as they review whether or not the work of EMAN
fits better under education and citizen engagement vs.
scientific monitoring.

There have been no cuts to the National Wildlife Area
program

There have been no salary cuts within the CWS
This is part of government wide reductions at the federal

level.
NatureCanadaisurgingmembersofallnaturenetworks
towriteletterstolocaltheirMP’s,withacctoMinister
JohnBairdandPrimeMinisterStephenHarper.BevRan-
neyofBCNaturehasrespondedimmediately.Thisletter
canbeviewedontheirwebsite(www.bcnature.ca)
Belowaresomeissuestoconsider,ifyouasanindividual

wishtoaddyourvoiceofprotestagainstthisdecision:
-Thatmonitoringandprotectingmigratorybirdsisafed-
eralresponsibilitybecauseoftheMigratoryBirdConven-
tionAct.
-TheNationalWildlifeAreaandMigratoryBirdSanctuary
systemarecriticalwithregardstoconservationeffortsof
wildlifeandtheirhabitatsasoutlinedintheCanadianWild-
lifeAct.
-Thatprotectingspeciesandhabitatsareimportantin
adaptingtoandmitigatingtheimpactsofclimatechange
andinmonitoringtheeffectsofcleaningupairandwater.
-ThatforestsaswildlifehabitatscleantheairofCO2and
protectwatersheds.
-Thatconservationandmonitoringofwildlifeshouldnot
besubjecttoshiftingprioritieswithinDepartment

FundingcutstoCWS

Sandhill Crane at Reifel Migratory Bird
Sanctuary near Tsawwassen

ofEnvironmentCanadaandshouldnotbesufferingfrom
redirectionoffundsasaresultthereof,inparticularconsid-
eringhugesurplusesthegovernmentispresentlyboasting
about.
Herearetheemailaddressesyoumaywishtowriteto:

StephenHarper:pm@pm.gc.ca
JohnBaird:BairdJ@parl.gc.ca
GaryLunn:Lunn.G@parl.gc.ca
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GENERAL INFORMATION
The Salt Spring Trail & Nature Club features
TuesdayoutingsSeptemberthroughJuneat
threelevelsofability.Themonthlyscheduleof
outingsandeventsispublishedintheDrift-
woodonthelastWednesdayofthemonth.Or
visitourwebsiteatwww.saltspringtnc.ca.On
thefourthThursdayinOctober,Novemberand
FebruarythroughMay,theClubmeetsat7:30
pmatthelowerhalloftheUnitedChurch.The
ClubisaffiliatedwithBCNatureandNature
Canada.
Ramblers enjoywalkingwithoutpressurewith

frequent“time-outs”totakepictures,to
examineplants,flowers,rocks,fossils,
andfromtimetotimesamplelocalres-
taurants.Membersofanyleveloffitness

arewelcome.Ramblersstartat10:00amand
usuallyendby1:30pm.
Walkers moveatarelaxedpacetakingtimeto
smelltheroses.Theyusuallytrytoavoidlong
steepclimbsandwillstoptocatchtheir
breathalongtheway.Outingsgenerally
cover8kmorlessandendby2:00pm.
Hikers likelong,adventurousandoccasionally
quitestrenuoushikes,andliketogainabitof
altitude.Theyneedstrongbootsandagoodbut

notexcessiveleveloffitness.Hikesusu-
allystartatabout10:00amandendbe-
tween2:30to3:30pm.

Nature excursions arenormallyorganized
everythirdTuesdayofthemonthexceptDe-
cemberledbyanexpertnaturalist.
Membership Annualduesare$17perperson.
Newmembersmustsignawaiver.Sendcom-
pletedmembershipandwaiverformstothe
MembershipSecretary,POBox203,SaltSpring
Island,BC,V8K2V9.
Taxi fare: Membersareencouragedtocarpool
duringoutingsandreimbursethe
driverasfollows:
On-islandtrips:NorthofDuke
Road:$2perpassenger;SouthofDukeRoad:
$3perpassenger;RuckleParkandnon-paved
roads:$4perpassenger.
OffIslandtrips:$0.30perkmpervehicleplus
ferrycosts.
Spring/Falltrips:Noclubpolicy.
Moving? Change of email address? Pleaselet
yourMembershipDirectorknowa.s.a.p.Email:
sspence@telus.netTel:537-2332.

Your comments or contributions are wel-
come. Please email them to Nieke Visser:
cnvisser@shaw.ca or drop them off in the
cobbler’s box.

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED
We thought we covered all the vacancies in the fall issue. Unfortunately, we are looking for more
positions to fill at our next AGM:
Walkers Coordinator:
Duties:PreparemonthlyschedulefortheWalkersandsendtotheHikerscoor-
dinatorforpreparationoftheDriftwoodannouncement.
Prerequisite:beingaWalker;somecomputerskillsanasset.
Remuneration:gettingtoknowtheWalkersverywellandhavingfun.
If you are interested in one of the above positions, please contact Fred
Powell (537-4739 or fnpowel@uniserve.com), or Nieke Visser (537-5443 or
cnvisser@shaw.ca).

NEW MEMBERS
BarbaraAppleby
SusanCastle
DerekCastle
DorothyCopeland
SolangeDesormeaux
CarolynEvans
CurtFirestone
GwenMcdonald
LuciaGabber
BethGessinger
JackGunn
HelenGunn
TeresaHitch
MaryHof
RinekeJonker
SueLehmann
Tina

Nixon
MargaretOldroyd
BobPotter
KarenPotter
GwynnethRoberts
JimStanden
JimStubbs
LaurieStubbs
SharonSullivan
MelanieThompson
CaroleWatson

PAST TRAIL BLAZERS
LynnThompson
BillHarrington
PaulandBethRanney
OwenBenwelland

GeorgeHignell

JohnMyers
IanFraser
BobandBettyBall
DickandChrisPattinson
BettyKirk
BrianRadford
CharlesKahn
SimonRook

HONORARY MEMBERS
BobBall
LoesHolland
TonyPederson
JeanKing
JoanLott
EleanorLloyd
JeanHolmes

Continued from page 3
TransmissionCommissionaboutdonatingthegravelthattheyareusingforaccess
tothenewtowersmissionandthatmustberemovedattheendoftheirwork.
AndBCHydroistalkingaboutmovingallofthepowerpolesadjacenttothe
pathway.Eventsarehappeningthatwerefarfrombeinganticipated.
Wherewillitallend?Keepyoureyesopeninthespring.

Zeke Blazecka

Dinosaursblockbuildingdesalinationplant

Thefossilisedbones,estimatedtobe115millionyearsoldandbelongingtodi-
nosaursandancientmarinereptiles,werefoundonawindsweptbeachatPowlett
River,southeastofMelbourne.Thisdiscoverythrewawrenchinplansofthe
constructingofoneofthelargestwaterdesalinationplantsintheworld.For
manyyearsAustraliahasexperiencedseriousdroughts.Bydesalinatingseawater,

theregion,includingthe
cityofMelbourne,had
hopedtoproduce150
billionlitresofdrinking
waterby2011.Scientists
andpoliticiansalikenow
urgetolookforanalter-
natesitefortheplant.
Source : AAP
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2007-2008
Salt Spring Trail & Nature Club

Box 203, Ganges P.O.
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2V9

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION and WAIVER OF LIABILITY
This document affects your legal rights. Please read it carefully.

NAME(S):(PleasePrint)
_________________________________________________________________________________________

MAILINGADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________POSTALCODE:_________________

TELEPHONE:__________________________emailaddress:______________________________________

EMERGENCYCONTACT:_______________________________Phone:____________________________

Signature of this agreement is a condition of participation in Salt Spring Trail & Nature Club activities. By signing this agree-
ment you will waive certain legal rights, including the right to make a claim for damages with respect to these activities and you will
absolve the Club and its representatives from liability. Participants who are not members of the Club and/or the federation of BC
Naturalists (FBCN) will be eligible for liability coverage under the FBCN insurance scheme for a maximum of three (3) field
trips.

ASSUMPTION OF RISK, RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND WAIVER OF CLAIMS

Assumption of Risk
IamawarethatcertainactivitiesoftheClub,includingfieldtripsandnaturetripsinvolverisksandmayresultin

personalinjury,death,propertydamage,expenseorrelatedloss,includinglossofincome.Theserisksincludenegligence
onthepartoftheClub,itsdirectors,officers,members,employeesandvolunteerswhoorganizeorleadactivities,de-
scribedhereinasthe"theClubanditsrepresentatives".

Ifreelyacceptandfullyassumeallsuchrisksandthepossibilityofpersonalinjury,death,propertydamage,ex-
penseandrelatedloss,includinglossofincome,resultingformparticipationinsuchactivities.

Release of Liability and Waiver of Claims
Inconsiderationoftheclubacceptingmyapplicationtoparticipateintheactivitiesdescribed,I/Weagreeasfol-

lows:
1.TowaiveanyandallclaimsthatI/We,ormy/ourheirs,mayhaveinthefutureagainsttheClubanditsrepresentatives
withrespecttotheseactivities.
2.ToreleasetheClubanditsrepresentativesfromanyandallliabilityforanypersonalinjury,death,propertydamage,
expenseandrelatedloss,includinglossofincome,whichI/Wemaysufferasaresultofmy/ourparticipationinthisac-
tivity,duetoanycausewhatsoever,includingnegligence,breachofcontractorbreachofanystatutorydutyofcare.

I/WehavereadthisagreementandI/weunderstandit.I/weareawarethatbysigningthisdocument,I/weare
waivingcertainrights,whichI/wemayhavewithrespecttotheClub.

SIGNATURE(S):1.__________________________________________________DATE:________________

2.__________________________________________________DATE:________________
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